October 6, 2000

the nation concerning the problems of
youth violence and the cultural influ-
ences on American youth. I am hon-
ored that Evan took the time to write
to me and I ask that a copy of Evan
Todd’s letter to his fellow Scouts and a
copy of a speech he delivered at ‘“The
Gathering,” a meeting of victims of
school violence, be included in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

The material follows:

Dear Fellow Scouts, I have been told that
into each life some rain must fall. Some get
rained on more than others. The rain that
came down on us at Columbine High School
was a cloudburst of epic proportions. This
act was senseless, tragic and without jus-
tification, whatsoever. 13 murdered 25
wounded and 1,951 students youth destroyed.
As a student who was shot and wounded in
the library, it has changed my life, forever.

I believe that the children of a society are
nothing more than the reflection of the soci-
ety that they are brought into. The event
here at Columbine in Littleton Colorado, and
the events at Moses Lake Washington, Pearl
Mississippi, Jonesboro Arkansas, Edinboro
Pennsylvania, Fayetteville Tennessee,
Springfield Oregon, Richmond Virginia, Con-
yers Georgia, Los Angeles California and
elsewhere indicate to me that our nation has
a serious character flaw. Since the Col-
umbine tragedy, I have tried to stay abreast
of the ‘‘adult society’ debate as to the
“why”’ and ‘“‘“how’’ of these terrible incidents.
The adults debate and argue over what con-
stitutes good and what constitutes evil; what
is right and what is wrong. At the time of
the Columbine tragedy, our national leader,
the President, stated the youth of this na-
tion need to learn to resolve our differences
with words, not weapons. At the time this
statement was made, we as a nation, were
bombing Yugoslavia. They tell us that the
youth of this nation need to be more toler-
ant, kinder, gentler, more understanding.
Yet our entertainment, music, TV, movies,
games (and actions of) the adult world pro-
vides for our consumption are all too often
filled with violence, sex, death and destruc-
tion. If we were to take into our lives what
is provided to us by our society, our actions
would also violate the Scout Oath & Law.
Other solutions to school violence have been
nametags to be carried around our neck as
millstones, metal detectors, increased video
surveillance, etc. Our nation has always had
guns. Our nation has always had children.
What our nation hasn’t always had is chil-
dren murdering children and their parents,
and parents murdering their children. The
ingredient that has made America different
is the last couple of ‘adult generations’, and
their changes towards what is right & wrong,
good & evil. It appears to me that our soci-
ety is confused. The adult world seems as a
ship with no rudder being cast around by the
wind and storms of our times, with no con-
trol or understanding as to why. Many of
these storms appear to have been caused by
their own accord. It’s as if our adult society
has no compass, no bearing, no standards for
our society. I have found them confused.
Even at our age, we can discern the dif-
ference between what you say and what you
do.. ..

In regard to the solution of watching what
comes out of us by monitoring closely our
world with surveillance cameras, what we
say, how we look, etc., our society needs to
watch carefully what goes into us. In my
room is a picture of the Grand Teton moun-
tain range in Wyoming. Below the picture is
the following:
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‘““THE ESSENCE OF DESTINY

“Watch your thoughts, for they become
words. Choose your words, for they become
actions. Understand your actions, for they
become habits. Study your habits, for they
will become your character. Develop your
character, for it becomes your destiny.”’

The good news for those of us that are
Scouts is that we are privileged to be a part
of an organization that provides us the tools
and instructions to put into us that which
builds a better person, a better nation. Those
tools are called the Scout Oath and Scout
Law. Robert Gates, former Director of the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and
our current President of the National Eagle
Scout Association (NESA) recently stated
that there is a war going on for the souls of
our boys and young men in this nation. He
sees clearly. If you are to be a scout, don’t be
a scout in word only. Learn and practice the
Oath & Law in everything you think, say and
do. I understand well how hard that can be,
but “Do Your Best.” To the Boy Scouts of
America, thank you for defending our 90-
year record and not allowing the Oath & Law
to be redefined. As you say, it has stood the
test of time. The generation that wants to
change the Oath & Law has not stood the
test of time. To all the scouts across Amer-
ica that sent me & my troop cards, letters,
posters, your thoughts and prayers, thank
you from the bottom of my heart. To you
here tonight, I bid you vaya con Dios mi
amigos, God Bless you and God Bless the
work you do. Thank you.

———

GLASTONBURY YOUTH AND
FAMILY SERVICES

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
rise today to congratulate Glastonbury
Youth and Family Services on its thir-
tieth anniversary. For a generation,
this agency has provided a much need-
ed service to the families of Glaston-
bury, Connecticut.

The children of Glastonbury are the
future leaders of our state and nation,
and it is critical to our continued suc-
cess that they obtain the social and
educational skills necessary to com-
pete and succeed in the twenty-first
century. The many programs offered by
Glastonbury Youth and Family Serv-
ices helps ensure that the town’s chil-
dren are exposed to the very best role
models both inside and outside of the
home. Because of the hard work and
dedication of the parents, children, and
workers in this program, the future of
Glastonbury is very bright indeed.

Glasonbury Youth and Family Serv-
ices has already helped open doors for
countless young people, and I am con-
fident that the children of the commu-
nity will continue to benefit from its
services far into the future.

Mr. President, I ask that you and all
of my colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Glastonbury Youth and Family
Services on this very special anniver-
sary.e

———

THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NORWEGIAN CLUB OF DETROIT

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the Norwegian Club
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of Detroit, which will celebrate its 75th
Anniversary in Orchard Lake, Michi-
gan, on October 14, 2000. Only Ireland
has had a larger percentage of its popu-
lation immigrate to the United States
than has Norway. As Norwegians ar-
rived in Michigan, the Norwegian Club
of Detroit was there to help them ad-
just to their new homeland, while at
the same time continue to celebrate
the familiar traditions of home.

The Norwegian Club of Detroit was
organized in 1925. Originally consisting
of only engineers, it quickly expanded
to include Norwegians from all walks
of life, providing an important cul-
tural, social and professional network
for Michigan’s Norwegian community.

An example of the Club’s importance
to the Norwegian community can
clearly be seen during World War II,
when members managed to mobilize
and ultimately provide support to Nor-
wegian military forces who escaped the
Nazi invasion. Members also organized
training in Canada to assist in the war
effort of the Allies.

The Norwegian Club of Detroit re-
mains an important factor in cele-
brating and promoting Norwegian and
Scandinavian cultural, political and
economic ties to the State of Michigan.
One of the first groups to participate in
the Ethnic Festivals in Detroit, the
Club also has helped support perform-
ances by the Scandinavian Symphony,
a visit by the Hjemkomst Viking ship
reproduction, as well as various Nor-
wegian performers and artists.

Mr. President, 2000 is an extremely
important year in the Norwegian-
American community. It is the 100th
Anniversary of the founding of Oslo,
Norway’s capital city, as well as the
1000th Anniversary of the Viking dis-
covery of North America. This year
also marks 175 years of Norwegian im-
migration to the United States. Amidst
all of this, and on behalf of the entire
United States Senate, I wish the Nor-
wegian Club of Detroit a Happy 75th
Anniversary, and continued success in
the future.e

———
HONORING SHIRLEY RAGSDALE

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to publicly commend Shirley
Ragsdale, the editor for the Sioux
Falls, South Dakota Argus Leader
newspaper, on her receiving the na-
tional Casey Journalism Center
Awards 2000 Casey Medals for her out-
standing coverage of the plight of
South Dakota’s children in the Juve-
nile Corrections facilities.

The Casey Medals for Meritorious
Journalism honor distinguished cov-
erage of disadvantaged children and
family, and the institutions and agen-
cies charged with serving them. The
Casey Journalism Center serves as an
independent national resource center
for professional journalists and it is op-
erated by the University of Maryland
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